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What is Claimed is: 

1. A circuit breaker comprising: 

a housing; 

separable contacts mounted in said housing; 

an operating mechanism for opening and closing said separable 

contacts; 

an overcurrent assembly responsive to selected conditions of 
current flowing through said separable contacts for actuating said operating 
mechanism to trip open said separable contacts; and 

a bonnet having first and second pieces, the first piece forming 
a first leg of said bonnet, the second piece forming a second leg and a base of said 
bonnet, in order to form a U-shape which surrounds said separable contacts and which 
cools and splits an arc when said operating mechanism trips open said separable 
contacts. 

2. The circuit breaker of Claim 1 wherein said first and second pieces 
have an L-shape. 

3. The circuit breaker of Claim 2 wherein said housing has a plurality 
of slots therein; and wherein said first and second L-shaped pieces have at least one 
tab, which engages a corresponding at least one of the slots of said housing. 

4. The circuit breaker of Claim 2 wherein said U-shape has a base, a 
first leg and a second leg; wherein said first L-shaped piece forms one of the legs of 
said U-shape; and wherein said second L-shaped piece forms the other of the legs and 
the base of said U-shape. 

5. The circuit breaker of Claim 4 wherein said housing has a plurality 
of slots therein; and wherein said first and second L-shaped pieces have at least one 
tab, which engages a corresponding at least one of the slots of said housing. 

6. The circuit breaker of Claim 3 wherein the second L-shaped piece 
has two tabs and a notch therebetween; and wherein the first L-shaped piece has an 
end which rests in the notch between the two tabs of the second L-shaped piece. 

7. The circuit breaker of Claim 6 wherein the first L-shaped piece has 
a first end with one tab which engages a corresponding one of the slots of said 
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housing, and has a second end which rests in the notch between the two tabs of the 
second L-shaped piece. 

8. The circuit breaker of Claim 6 wherein the tabs of said first and 
second L-shaped pieces mount said bonnet to said housing and permit z-axis assembly 
of said bonnet. 

9. A circuit breaker comprising: 

a housing; 

a pair of separable contacts mounted in said housing; 

an operating mechanism for opening and closing said separable 

contacts; 

a first terminal electrically interconnected with a first one of 
said separable contacts; 

a second terminal electrically connected to a second one of said 

separable contacts; 

an electrically conductive support mechanism mounted in said 

housing; and 

a bimetal overcurrent assembly responsive to selected 
conditions of current flowing through said separable contacts for actuating said 
operating mechanism to trip open said separable contacts, said bimetal overcurrent 
assembly having first and second legs and a free intermediate section which deflects 
in response to said selected conditions of current to actuate said operating mechanism, 
with the first leg engaging and being electrically connected to said support 
mechanism, with the second leg electrically connected to said first terminal, and with 
said support mechanism electrically interconnected with said first one of said 
separable contacts. 

10. The circuit breaker of Claim 9 wherein said free intermediate 
section is a U-shaped section electrically connected in series between said first leg 
and said second leg. 

1 1 . The circuit breaker of Claim 9 wherein said operating mechanism 
includes a movable contact arm carrying and electrically connected to the first one of 
said separable contacts; and wherein said support mechanism includes a flexible 
conductor having two ends, with the first end of said flexible conductor electrically 
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connected to said support mechanism, and with the second end of said flexible 
conductor electrically connected to the movable contact arm. 

12. The circuit breaker of Claim 9 wherein said support mechanism 
includes a mechanism plate mounting in said housing; and wherein said operating 
mechanism is assembled to and supported by said mechanism plate. 

13. A circuit breaker comprising: 

a housing having an opening therein; 

separable contacts mounted in said housing; 

a latchable operating mechanism comprising: 

a toggle mechanism having first and second pivotally 
connected toggle links coupled to said separable contacts for opening and closing said 
separable contacts, 

an operating handle assembly coupled to said toggle 
mechanism, said handle assembly including first and second pieces, with the first 
piece secured to said second piece, said first piece providing a first visual impression 
and said second piece providing a different second visual impression, and 

a latch assembly latching said toggle mechanism in a 
latched condition in which said toggle mechanism is manually operable by said 
handle assembly between a toggle open position and a toggle closed position to open 
and close said separable contacts, said latch assembly including a latch member which 
when released unlatches said toggle mechanism to open said separable contacts; and 

an overcurrent assembly responsive to selected conditions of 
current flowing through said separable contacts for releasing said latch member to trip 
said separable contacts open, 

wherein said first piece of said handle assembly is internal to 
said housing when said separable contacts are closed, 

wherein said second piece of said handle assembly is external 

to said housing, and 

wherein a portion of said first piece of said handle assembly is 
external to said housing when said separable contacts are open. 

14. The circuit breaker of Claim 13 wherein said first piece has a stem 
with two ears, with said second piece having an open end and an annular wall with 
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two openings therein, with the annular wall having two channels being offset from the 
two openings, with the stem of said first piece being inserted into the open end of said 
second piece, with the ears of said stem being in the channels of the annular wall, and 
with said stem being rotated to engage the ears thereof in the openings of said second 
piece, thereby locking said two pieces together. 

15. The circuit breaker of Claim 13 wherein said first piece has a first 
texture; and wherein said second piece has a different second texture. 

16. The circuit breaker of Claim 13 wherein said first piece has a first 
pattern or color; and wherein said second piece has a different second pattern or color. 

17. The circuit breaker of Claim 16 wherein said first piece has a first 
color; and wherein said second piece has a different second color. 

18. The circuit breaker of Claim 16 wherein said first piece has a first 
pattern; and wherein said second piece has a different second pattern. 

19. The circuit breaker of Claim 16 wherein one of said first and 
second pieces has a color; and wherein the other of said first and second pieces has a 
pattern. 

20. A circuit breaker comprising: 

a housing including a molded case, a molded cover and an 
external clip plate securing said molded cover to said molded case; 

separable contacts mounted in said housing; 

an operating mechanism for opening and closing said separable 

contacts; and 

an overcurrent assembly responsive to selected conditions of 
current flowing through said separable contacts for actuating said operating 
mechanism to trip open said separable contacts. 

21 . The circuit breaker of Claim 20 wherein said clip plate includes a 
top and two sides disposed therefrom, one of the sides capturing the molded case and 
the other of the sides capturing the molded cover. 

22. The circuit breaker of Claim 21 wherein each of the sides includes 
a bottom and an opening proximate the bottom; and wherein the molded case and the 
molded cover each have an opening therethrough, with a fastener being disposed 
through the openings of the sides and through the openings of the molded case and the 
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molded cover, and drawing the one side toward the other side to secure the molded 
case to the molded cover. 

23. The circuit breaker of Claim 21 wherein each of the sides includes 
a bottom and an opening proximate the bottom, with a fastener being disposed 
through the openings beneath the molded case and the molded cover, and drawing the 
one side toward the other side to secure the molded case to the molded cover. 

24. The circuit breaker of Claim 21 wherein each of the sides includes 
a bottom and an opening proximate the bottom; and wherein the molded case and the 
molded cover each have a channel therein, with a fastener being disposed through the 
openings of the sides and within the channels of the molded case and the molded 
cover, and drawing the one side toward the other side to secure the molded case to the 
molded cover. 



